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f    I                          this unpleasantness; but he bore me a grudge for it all the

same.

In due course the marshal's staff arrived at Yalladolid.
It was pretty numerous, since, peace appearing to be settled
for some time in Germany, officers desirous of promotion had
asked as a favour to be allowed to fight in Portugal; and
those who had the most interest got ou to the staff of the
general-in-cMef. With his extensive command at a great
distance from France, he required many officers, and his staff'
accordingly consisted of fourteen aides-de-camp and four
orderly officers.

The promotion of Sainte-Oroix to the rank of general
had been a misfortune for Massena. In him he lost a wise
counsellor at a moment when, growing old, and left to his own
resources, he had to oppose a foe like the Duke of Wellington,
and get obeyed by lieutenants, one of whom was a marshal
as well as himself, while the other two, with the title of
commander-in-chief, had long been used to take their orders-
1 *                         directly from the Emperor. Although Sainte-Croix was with

'i                           the Ixmy of Portugal in command of a brigade of dragoons,

!                          his new  duties  did not  allow  him to be  constantly  by

I                          Massena's 'side.    The marshal's character, once so firm, had

|                           become in a high degree irresolute, and one soon missed the

!l                           able man who during the Wagram campaign had been the

1 *"                         life and soul of his staff.    The marshal having no longer a

i                           colonel as senior aide-de-camp, the office was filled by the

\                           senior major.    This was Pelet, a good comrade, a brave man,,

(                           a learned mathematician, but one who had never commanded

troops, for on leaving the Polytechnic School he had been
;                           placed in the corps of mapping engineers.   This corps whil&

i                           accompanying the armies was non-combatant, and acted, to

| "                         tell the truth, merely as an understudy to the engineers.    It

is human nature to admire what one can least do one's self,
and thus Mass6na, whose education was very incomplete, had
an immense respect for mapping engineers who could lay
nice plans before him, and had had several on his staff-
Pelet had been with him in this capacity at Naples in 1806,
and in Poland in 1807. He behaved with courage in theets through his body, and two of the gendarmes in
